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EC orders repolling at booth
where boy voted multlple times

Tinaes News Nerwomk

Lucknow: The Elegtion Commis-
sion on Tuesday ordered pepolling
at Khiria Pamaran. primary
school in Farrukhabad where a
17-vear-old son of the village head
had allegedly voted multiple times
on May 13:The repolling will be
held between 7am and 6pm on
May 23, said ITP chiel electoral
officer Navdeep Rinwa.

The accused teenager had cir-
culated a video of him pressing
the VM button eight times for a
particular candidate. He was de-
tained on Sunday after an FIR was
lodged at the Nayagaon police of

Aliganj bl tit i -
E mf“%;?fmdé iig:,ls":}?f,'"ghg MHT ﬂ.ll:l. UP chief electoral officer Navdeep Rinwa poses at a selfie

marked on the middle finger of point after casting his vote in Lucknow on Monday

the left hand of voters during re-
polling, said Rinwa. POLLING OFFICER CLICKS SELFIES WITH VOTERS, SUSPENDED

He added that extensive pub- Mhigh Kumar Arya, an assistant teal:_he!' in a girls primury school in
licity for repolling will be done Hamirpur, has been suspended for clicking selfies with voters while on
and all political parties and can-  9uty as polling officer | at Shri Vidya Mandir Inter College in the district.
didates have been informed in  Clicking selfies with voters by a polling officer is a violation of the model
writing. Rinwa said necessary code. District basic officer, Hamirpur, has attached Arya to Block
security measures will be en.  Resource Center in Hamirpur's Muskara. The block education officer
forced during the voting process,  headquarters will investigate the matter.
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for EVMs

Three-tier security
at Ramabai park strongroom

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: The Lucknow po-
lice has put in place three-ti-
er security at Ramabai Am-
bedkar Park strongroom to
guard the EVMs.

“The first level is being
maintained by the paramili-
tary while the other two are
being done by the civil poli-
ce.” sajd joint commissioner
of police (law & order)
Upendra Kumar Agarwal.

The JCP inspected the
area and briefed the security
personnel on Tuesday.

“A CCTV control room
has been set up from where
policemen will monitor the
sirongroom 24X7. It is being
done in 100% compliance
with the instructions of the

TOl

DM Suryapal Gangwar at Ramabai Ambedkar Park to review security

Election Commission. Entry
is being allowed anly by men-
tioning the time and purpose
of visitinthe register,” he sa-
id. Adequate traffic and civil
police personnel have also
been deploved at the inter-

section near the venue,

As many as 200 buses ha-
ve been deploved to ferry on-
duty police personnel to the
venue. The buses will be par-
ked on the Ambedkar Uni-
versity campus.
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Disappointment, hot weather
& work aftected voter turnout

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: The major fac-
tors that led to a low voter
turnout for the Lucknow
Lok Sabha seat included a
lackadaisical  approach,
work commitments and
complacency, coupled with
the scorching heat, asrevea-
led by a TOI survey on Tues-
day.

According to the Elec-
tion Commission of India
(ECI), only 52.2% of eligible
voters in Lucknow cast the-
ir votes, This marks a 2%
drop from the 54.2% turno-
ut in 2019 and is slightly lo-
wer than the 53% turnout
recorded in the 2014 general
election, indicating a stea-
dy decline over the last two
election cycles.

Many people explained
that they felt disappointed
and faced real-life challeng-
es, making it hard for them
to participate.

Sunita Sharma, a resi-
dent of Balaganj, expressed
her family's disillusion-
ment with the political pro-
cess, "My whole family feels
that our votes don't make a
difference. We are middle
class and are equally exploi-
ted by all govts, which leads

City saw only 52.2% turnout

to a lack of motivation to go
out and vote,” she said.

Echoing similar senti-
ments, Shabina Khatoon, a
domestic helper from Sita-
pur road area, remarked,
“What impact will it have if
I don’t cast my vote? We ha-
ve todothesame work every
dayv."”

“We know who is win-
ning in Lucknow, so what's
the point of queuing up in
the sun?" said Rohit Gupta,
a stationery shop owner in
Aminabad. “None of the po-
litical parties care for the
middle class. Education is
so costly nowadays and in-
flation is increasing daily
We are suffering everyday,™
he lamented,

Work-related pressures
were also a significant fac-
tor Rajesh Kumar from

Hazratganj highlighted the
difficulty inbalancing work
and voting. “With deman-
ding work schedules and
the hot weather. it was to-
ugh for many to find the ti-
me to cast their votes,” he
explained.

Ramesh Kumar, a priva-
te sector worker, faced time
constraints. “Due to my
work in a private firm, I
didn't get the time to vote,
When [ finally went to the
polling station, the time for
voting was over,” he said.

For some, the logistical
and financial burdens were
prohibitive. Sudhir Gupta,
a construction worker; said,
“My voteds enrolledin my
village. If T goto vote there,
one day of ‘my daily wages
will be affected and the tra-
vel willeostme extra.”

Though the temperatu-
re was lowerthan in the pre-
vious twogeneral elections,
with 42,2 degrees Celsius in
2012 and 43.3 degrees Celsi-
us in2014 against 41.2degre-
esCelsius in 2024, sultry we-
ather still played a role. Ved
Prakash, a sweet shop ow-
ner from Niralanagar, sha-
red his experience of being
deterred by long queues and
rising temperatures.
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Election doublespeak

Humpty Dumpty would have felt at
home in today’s poll-going India

Jug Suraiya

Lewis Carroll’'s Humpty Dumpty - who declared that when he
used a word it meant exactly what he wanted it to mean,
nothing more and nothing less — would have felt at ease in
today’s poll-bound India, where language has achieved the
(= elasticity of an Olympic gymnast.
- : i One of the most frequently used, and also the most supple
of meaning, is the term ‘communal’. Elsewhere, communal refers to some-
thing inclusive, pertaining to the community as a whole. However, in India the
word has become areplacement fordivisive termslike ‘sectarian’ or ‘partisan’.
In the current rhetoric of electioneering, the word has acquired the Humpty
Dumptyesqueability tomean whatever its user wants it tomean. Which isfine,
in that such linguistic laissez-faire is a democratisation of language, showing
that one is free tochoose whatever meaning oneelects to give a word, free of the
dictatorship of conventional usage. So, when one speaker uses the word
‘communal’, the adjective is descriptive of a mindset or policy based on an
appeasement of minorities, However, when another uses the same
(sYe) ) term, it means something very different, which is fomenting a
s climate of majority rule at the expense of multi-culturalism.
Even the terms ‘minority’ and ‘majority’ have adopted a Humpty

S Dumpty free-for-all changeability The word

Y rs ‘minority’ does not merely refer to a value-neutral
Secorldop [NMION numeric pertaining to a segment of the overall
population, butisastand-in for a sinister stratagem
called vote bank politics. The word ‘majority’ too has become an ambidextrous
verbal construct, which could either also mean vote bank politics, or nationalism,
depending on one’s view or ideological hue.

Indeed, the Humpty Dumptyism of language includes the act of speaking itself,
with the verb ‘to say’ having become amatter of contention, as indida personsay or
not say, something or the other, about some people, at some time or another:

Humpty Dumptyism turns language into a selective sieve which filters out
all meaning from words, turning fact intofiction and fiction into fact.

The interchange of fact and fiction turns everything into faction: the
faction of Humpty, or that of Dumpty. Take your pick.
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Why efforts to up voter turnout
failed? Here are possible reasons

EC polling update: 52.28% in
Lko, 62.88% in Mohanlalganj

Anupam Srivastava
DN A o

LUCKNOW : A day after the siate
capital registered low voling per-
centage In the ongoing Lok
Sabha polls despite several
efforts, officials are identifying
possible reasans that Led toit.

Lucksiow, which wentto polls
[n the fifth phase on 20,
recorded 52.38% polling and fell
shart of the 2019 turnout of
54.78% and the 2004 figure of
53.06%.

One of the reasons revolves
sraund the ccuracy of the vorer
list There are speculations that
the list might be containing
names of those who ne longer
reside n the city or have passed
away, thus skewing the sctusl
percemage of active voters,

A significant chunk of city’s
youngsters has moved out for
better career oppartunities.
Many of therm might find it chek
lenging to return home to cast
their vote, especially if they are
settled far from their hometown,
This could be a substantial factor
Jeading w decline in voter turm-

Lucknow recorded 52.28% polling and foll shovt of the 2019
turnout of 34.75% and the 2014 figure of 33.06%,

out,” says prof Manuka Khanna,
hesd, political science depart-
ment, Lucknow University,
Another aspect is the laidback
attiude of the residents. Histori-
cally urban areas tend w show
voter apathy. Despite various
campaigns and efforts to moti-
vaie ciilzens i vote, (e compia-
cency remains a hurdle.
Divisional ~ commissioner
Rostan Jacob said, “There is no
need to get disheartened. We

with state average.
Lucknow city, we will have 1o
check duplication of names,
remove names of deceased and
at the same time add the names
of new voters.”

District magistrate Surya Pal
Gangyar said, “The city's sdmin-
Isiration Is determined to
address these challenges 1o
ensure a higher and more accu-
rate voter fumout in coming
years but there s a very thin line

combined voting percentage of
Lucknow city and Mohanlaigan
was around 57% which isat par

an
political mabilisation of voters.
We can only persuade them to
vole.”

Rohit Kumar Singh
FobALsingh @l com

LUCKNOW : According to the
revised figure, final voter turn-
outin Lucknow Lok Sabha seat
is 52.28% and it remained
behind its previous voter turn
out of 34.78% in 2019 polls,
confirmed staie election com-
mission officials here on Tues-

day.

“The Mohanlalganj Lok
Sabha seat, however, has
breached its 2019 Lok Sabha
poll voter turnout of 62.74%
with final figure of 62.88%
voter turnout this time,” they
added.

Sharing the final figure on
Tuesday, the election commis-
sion officials said the total
voter turnout for Lucknow Lol
Sabiha which comprises five
urban assembly segments,
including Lucknow Cante, Luc
know East, Lucknow West,

Lucknow Central and
Lucknow North. is 52.28 which
is around 2.5% below as
compared to 2019 Lok Sabh
poll

Lucknow seat has always
remained behind its adjoining
Mohanlalgin Lok Sabha that
comprises four assembly scg-
menis of Lucknow, Including
Sarojini Nagar, Bakshi Ka

‘alab, Mohanlalganj and Mali-
habad, and Sidhauli assembly
segment of Sitapur

This time. Mohanlalgan]
breached its previous record of
4% with 6288% polling,
which is around 0.14% more
than 2018 polls,

The Mohanlalgan] Fas main-
wined its trend of crossing 60%
polling mark in Lok Sabha
polls since 2014,

he poll percentage here
was 60.75 in 2014 clections,
46.27 in 2009 and 54.007 in
2004 polls,

Tight securi
guirded on Tuesday.

here EVMsare being

OEEPAX CUPTA/NT

Three-tier security in place for
EVMs at Ramabai Ambedkar Park

LUCKNOW : Lucknow police
have arranged a three-tier

rity system at the Ramabal
Ambediar Park strong room in
the Ashiana police station area.
10 guard the electronic voting
machines (EVMs).

“The first level of security Is
being handled by the paramili-
tary, while the other two levels
naged by the elvil
police,” said jolnt commis-
sioner of police (law & order)
Upendra Kumar Agarwal

“A CCTV control room has

been set up with palicemen to
monitor it 24 hours a day, in
100% compliance with the
instructions of the Election
Commission. Entry is allowed
only by mentioning the time
and purpose of the vislt in the
register,” said JCP Agarwal,
who inspected the nrea and
briefed the security personnel.
Sufficlent traffic police and
civil police personnel have al
been deployed at the intersec-

o
Two hundred buses have

been deployed to transport the
police force coming from other
districts from their place of
stay 1o St Par buses
will bring the police force from
the station and drop them at
ihe intersection, where they
will be parked inthe Ambedkar
University campus,

A dropping point has been
established at major Intersee
tlons.so police force can disem-
bark there and leave immedi-
ately after dropping off the
vehicles/buses. Wic
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EC polling update: 52.28% in
Lko, 62.88% in Mohanlalgan;

Rohit Kumar Singh

rohitsingh@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : According to the
revised figure, final voter turn-
out in Lucknow Lok Sabha seat
is 52.28% and it remained
behind its previous voter turn-
out of 54.78% in 2019 polls,
confirmed state election com-
mission officials here on Tues-
day.

“The Mohanlalganj Lok
Sabha seat, however, has
breached its 2019 Lok Sabha
poll voter turnout of 62.74%
with final figure of 62.88%
voter turnout this time,” they
added.

Sharing the final figure on
Tuesday, the election commis-
sion officials said the total
voter turnout for Lucknow Lok
Sabha which comprises five
urban assembly segments,
including Lucknow Cantt, Luc-
know East, Lucknow West,

Lucknow Central and
Lucknow North, is 52.28 which
is around 2.5% below as
compared to 2019 Lok Sabha
poll.

Lucknow seat has always
remained behind its adjoining
Mohanlalganj Lok Sabha that
comprises four assembly seg-
ments of Lucknow, including
Sarojini Nagar, Bakshi Ka
Talab, Mohanlalganj and Mali-
habad, and Sidhauli assembly
segment of Sitapur.

This time, Mohanlalganj
breached its previous record of
62.74% with 62.88% polling,
which is around 0.14% more
than 2019 polls.

The Mohanlalganj has main-
tained its trend of crossing 60%
polling mark in Lok Sabha
polls since 2014.

The poll percentage here
was 60.75 in 2014 elections,
46.27 in 2009 and 54.007 in
2004 polls.
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Polling officer suspended in Hamirpur

LUCKNOW : A polling personnel
ata polling booth in Hamirpur
Lok Sabha constituency has
been suspended for inappropri-
ate conduct.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Electoral
Officer Navdeep Rinwa saidina
press statement on Tuesday that
Ashish Kumar Arya, an assistant
teacher in Girls' Primary School
Umri in Muskara block in Ham-
irpur district was posted as poll-
ing officer in polling station 112
of Shri Vidya Mandir Inter Col-
lege in Hamirpur LS seat.

In a clear violation of the
instructions of the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI). Arya took
selfies with his mobile phone
while photographing voters on
the day of polling on Monday.

Taking cognizance of viola-
tion of ECI directives, the District
Basic Education Officer, Hamir-
pur suspended Arya and
attached him to Block Resource
Centre, Muskara, he said.  HTC

Re-polling in Farrukhabad booth

LUCKNOW : The Election
Commission of India (ECI)
declared the voting held on
May 13 at polling booth num-
ber 343, Primary School Khir-
iyva Pamaran in Farrukhabad
Lok Sabha constituency
invalid. Orders for re-polling
have been issued at the poll-
ing booth on May 25.

UP Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) Navdeep Rinwa said
irregularities had come to
light during the polling held
on May 13, so the ECI had
decided on re-poll at the
booth . The re-polling will
take place from 7 am to 6 pm,
to give voters another oppor-
tunity to exercise their fran-
chise. An indelible ink mark
will be placed on the middle

finger of the left hand of all
voters at the polling booth.
All the voters were being
made aware through beating
of the drum in the rural areas,
he said.

Wide publicity of re-poll
was being given and all politi-
cal parties as well as candi-
dates had been informed in
writing. The Returning Offi-
cer and the concerned
observer had also been
informed about the schedule
of re-polling, he said

All necessary security
measures will be in place dur-
ing the voting process and
voters are requested to be
present at the polling station
on the scheduled date to exer-
cise their franchise. HTC
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Model booths-in-highrises
experiment a partial success

Polling 59.30% as 6,404
out of 10,798 eligible
voters at 15 LDA
complexes exercise their
franchise

Aakash Ghosh & Animesh
Mishra

letters @hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Lucknow Develop-
ment Authority’s (LDA's) initia-
tive to turn the clubhouses of 15
residential complexes into poll-
ing booths to ramp up voters’
turnoutin the city was a partial
success. Two constituencies in
the state capital voted to elect
their representatives to the Lok
Sabha on Monday.

Data accessed by HT showed
that the overall turnout at these
15 model booths was 59.30%, lit-
tle higher than the average of
nine assembly segments in
Mohanlalganj and Lucknow Lok
Sabha constituencies, which
stood at 56.9%.

Out of the 10,798 residents/eli-
gible voters at these housing
complexes, 6,404 voted.

Lowest figures at CSl
Tower and Butler Palace
While 13 of the 15 model club-
house booths saw 60% of their
residents participating, the turn-
out at CSI Tower at Gomti Nagar
and Butler Palace at Jankipuram
was pegged at 37.46% and
43.39%, respectively. While at

Residential complex

Total voters

Inked Uninked

Saryu Apts (Gomti Nagar Ext) 342 277 65
Sunrise Apts (Mansarovar Yojana) 400 304 96
Parijat Apts (Gomti Nagar) 319 236 83
Smiriti Apts (Kursi Road) 769 554 215
Aakash Enclave (Vrindavan Yojana) 344 244 100
Omega Green Park (Tara Ka Purva) 638 447 191
Eldeco Elegance (Vibhuti Section) 598 407 191
Sahara City Homes 313 2 101
Bhagirathi Enclave 455 306 149
Spring Greens Apartments 487 319 168
Saryu Enclave 425 n 153
Eldeco City (Muttakipur) 1406 873 533
Omaxe Heights (Vibhuti Khand) 588 361 227
Butler Palace (Dalibagh) 3383 1468 1915
(Sl Tower 331 124 207
THIRTEEN OF THE

Polling at these model booths
was a little better than at other
booths in the nine assembly
segments of the two Lok

Sabha seats FILE

CSI Tower only 124 out of the
total 331 electors exercised their
franchise, 1,468 out of 3,383 eli-
gible voters at the Janakipuram
complex turned up at the model
booth there.

“Some are residing in other
cities and couldn’t come back to
vote. Some are vacationing.

[5MODEL BOOTHS
SAW 60% OF THEIR
VOTERS TAKING
PART INTHE
EXERCISE

Around 25-30 people who work
at Lohia Hospital have been
transferred and sent out of Luc-
know. However, whoever was
present in the complex voted,”
said Harsh Bardhan Singh of
Parijat Apartments, where 83
peopleskipped voting.

The weekend preceding the
voting day was a spoilsport as
some went out of the city for
vacation, said Vivek Sharma of
Smriti Apartments where 215
people couldn’t vote.
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{ FOUR SEATS IN AZAMGARH DIVISION }

Caste calculus in triangular fight keeps everyone guessing

The BIP is trying to

Azamgarh
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh

Hindustan Times

thie scat o the BIP in 2022 due to

a dent in the ‘MY’ combine, he CASTE CONFIGURATION
get the lotus to bloom  ¥adav has fielded his cousin — says. But the SP has repaired the
he h political N - dent. As a result. the challenge AZAMGARH LALGANJ(SC) ‘GHOSI BALLIA
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ing a rematch Dhar- The Cangress won the Azam- . RS 3 )
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ave given the eleciornl baitlean  named Bhim Rajbhar for the the Janata Party and Jan- L
interesting Mavour in four Lok Azamgach seal, then fielded ity (Secular) emerged vic- o
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l!dUM.Gl\uaLMld Lalganj Mashood Ahmed. In the  and 2008 (by) -
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The BIP has won the WATCH  over 266 lakh votes, upsct- — party, Yaday candidates wan the L ot
Azamgarh and Ballia seats ting the 5P's applecart.  Azamgarh seat 13 times, When A b [ )
twice and Ghosi and Lal- Shah Alam is now in the  the BIP won the seatin 2009 and
ganj{SC) onceench, Inthe 2024 Samajwadi Party and is said to 2022, the winners were Yadavs,
lis, the BJP & out o retain hnvLinﬂu:nn over Muslim vot- Chittu Pandey. i Ballia for the first time n 1977 1984, except for 1977 and 1980

Azamgarh and Ballfa, and wrest in || gm- mrm to the political  as Janata Party candidate. He  when the Janata Party stopped
Lalganj (SC) and Ghosl. Lalganj Thc MY (Muslim and Whv} ﬁle Balli::rena reer of many soclalists, includ-  won the seat elght times tll  its vietory chariot After Chandra
und Azamgarh go tthe pollsin  factor playsa mgr‘ und former 2004, but had to face defeatin  Shekhar's death, hisson Neeraj

the sixth phase on May 25, Ballis
annd Ghosi vote in the final phase
on Junel

Yadav vs Yadav in

evecy tlctios oo this Seat saye
palitical analyst Rarnject Chan-
dan.

She:
k.tur xm san of former PM the
late Chandra Shekhar, from Bal-
lia 10\ o hat-trick of wins on mn

tion, ndds Chandan. The SPIost

revolutior
arics e Mangal Pandey and

Union minister Janeshwar
Mishra. The Socialist Party had
won the seat In the first Lok
Sabha election in 1952 Chan-
drashekhar emerged victorious

the 1984 general election held
after the assassination of the
then prime minisier Indira Gan-
dhi seat
five times between 1957 and

Shekhar won Ballia Lok Sabha
seat as SP cus lild.!h. in 2009,
The soci ¢l sprang a
surprise in Btk when e lonss
bloamed in Ballin for the first

time with BJP

then sitting MP

Singh winning the seat. [n 2019,
the BJP replaced Bharat Singh
with Veerendra Singh Mast who
also won, In 2024, the BIP hus
drapped the sitting MP and
fielded

Rajbhar of the BIP.
The Congress won the seat in
7. Thereafter, the Communist
nyd!mnwnilnvclm:n
1962, 1967, 168, 1971 and 1980.

The Samajwadi Party has
ficlded Sanatan Pandey, wha
was the runner-upin 2019,
Tolitical analyst Arun Mishra
says Ballla nurtured the sociatist
ideology in the past but the BIP

The. 1y seatin
1977 and the Congress in 1984,
1989, and 1991 The Samata P
wor the seat in 1998, the BSP in
1948 and 2009, and the 5P in
2009, Riding the Modi wave, the
BIP won the seat for the nm
time in 2014

in
2014 by fielding a candidate, who
fit the local political u]u'me

n. the BIP

gy the sitting MP 1o coun
incumbency and ficlded
l\‘rrmj Shekhar, The saffron
party faces a challenge from the
Samajwadi Party,” he says.

Rajbhar vs Rai face-off in
Ghosi

The Rai and Rajbhar factors
dominate Ihcpul.ll:lmh.qusl’juns
in GhosiIn the Lok Sabha clec
tlons held between IE’H and
2019, Ghesl elected a Ral candi-
d.mn 10 times, Rajbhars and
akurs
tkshum.\us] thrice, Once againa
Rajbharis pined againsta Ral -
the BIP ally Subeldev Bhartiya
Samaj Party general secretary
Arvind Rajbhar versus the Sani-
ajwadl Party's Rajeev Kumar
Ral. The BSP's Atul Rai won the
st in 2019, wresting it from the

Inarayan Rajbhar. But the nsp
wrested the seat In 2019. Inde-
pendent political analyst Arun
Mishra observes, “With Rai and
Rajbihar face to face. the cléction
has become interesting”

BHU asst prof vs former
MP in Lalgai
The Jotus I:Iuolmd ]u:( onoe al
Lalganj (SC) LS seat 014
Loy Eotba wond
elected BIP MP. She, however,
lost the seat to the BSP's Sang+
eeta Azad in 2019. This time, the
BSP has flelded Indu Chavdhary,
an assistant professor at the
department of English, Banuras
Hm;lu Uuwu:ﬂ\v. The BIP has
fielded Neclam Sonkar and the
SP Barogn Saru]. Sangeeta Azad
is now in the BJP. The Praja
Socialist Party won the seat in
1962 the Congress in 1967, 197
and 1984, The BIF could win the
seatjustonce in 2014,
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Hindustan Times

How turnouts have changed

Turnouts Ladakh Bihar
i-!lz%mg 70.5 57.2
S 503k 69.62 56.76
IRKH West Bengal
59.10 80.1
\ 78. 45r el 3
{“—i )
- “"5”’
O .
-
Jharkhand
; 65.5
; 63.21
;ﬂ/’; Odisha
k 72.8
Maharashtra 73.43 @
55.6 :

Source for 2024 data: Voter Turnout .
App, ECI (provisional data) ’

Source for pas -
56. 89 \1] voter turnout data TCPD-IED :
rf—‘

#2024 PC boundaries of Jammu and Kashmir not comparable with past elections
because of delimitation after 2019 Lok Sabha elections
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Phase 5 turnout
estimated at
(2.15%, higher
the 2019 polling

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HE WAE LSRN 21 .
~ *—i ity

THE VOTER eurnout in the Gtk
phase of Lok Sabha elcrions in
A9 ConsHrseEnceEs on Manday
wiits higher than the palling in
the samé seals in 2009, a8 provi-
sional figures at 1030 pm an
Tuesday showed 62.15% voling,

Thenigh tthe fnal numout fig-
e i expected to be released by
the Election Commission by
Friay, the BCs Vioter Tamaartapyp,
which shows real-tme updaees
a5 and when repaorts from all
pellireg seaticns. aneverilied and
added, showed Monday's
Furmcat atEE 152, higherthanihe
2005 firsal polling e of GLAZL

Afner the vating on Moniday,
the EC sald in a statement at
night that the apprasimats
turnout was SOOGY, but (he
nurriber was likely W rise.

The trend af increased valing
in JRK contimed on Monday,
with Baramulka recording 4 24
et s increase from
34.3% in 20019 to 590K as of
Tuaresalang. Sl the burmonl Pasin-
creased across JRK so far, the
Ioundaries of the constifuencies
Tarve changed ioflossng the 20202
e irni tavthon, maloing seat-wise
compartson difficult,

O the eight states aid LITs in
phase five, JRK 150,15, Ladakh
(69623 L Maharashtra [ 56.80%)
ane Oiclisha [ 7311%) saww'a brigher
turnout than 2079, The ameut
in West Bengal [ T8 452 ), Bihar
[56.76%), |harkhand | 63.02%)
ard Littar Pradesh [ SEU0CE) was
Torwver than the 2019 figures as of
Thpm. The gap for Bihar and LIF
was narrow and could close by
thie time thee final figures arein

12
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ECI orders re-polling at
Etah station after video of
boy ‘casting vote 8 times’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, MAY 21

DAYS AFTER a video of a pur-
ported confession by a teenaged
youth chaiming to have castvote
eight times surfaced, the
Election Commission of India
(ECT) declared the voting con-
ducted at the polling station in
[Etah district 4 ifmealicl.
The re-palling has been ar-
dered ar the stanion on May 25.
In connection with the
videa, the Etah police have filed
an FIR &gainst the teenager and
polling officers deployed at the
polling station were sus-
pended. was later discovered
tha the youth was a minar,
In a press release, the state
election commission  an-
nounced that the Election
Cormmisshon of India has inval-
idated the voting at the palling
station number 343 at Primary
School Khiriya Pamara, in the
103-Aliganj Assembly con-
stituency  under  the
Farrukhabad Lok Sabha seat.
The palling at the station
ook place on May 13.
Farrukhabad BJP incumbent
MP Mukesh Rajput is pitted
against Naval Kishore Shakya of
the Samajwadi Party. The re-
polling will be conducted from
T am 1o & pm. the press release
said, adding that all political
parries and candidates have
been niotified abowt the move,

Stringent security measures
will be enfiorced during the re.
polling, and people have been
urged o cast their vore

(On Saturday, after the video
went viral, an FIR was regis-
tered against an unidentified
person in Etah district for al
leged violations of the maodel
code of conduct and ather of-
fenses.

Within hours of filing the
FIR. the police identified the
boy seen in the video and de
tained 1o guestion him.

He, hovwever, was released
due to his minor status and the
bailable nature of the charges
against him. He will remain un-
der the supervision of his fa-
ther.The police also seized the
his cellphone which has been
sent tothe forensic science kab-
oratory for examination.

Mearnwhile, the Etah district
administration has recom-
mended the suspension of the
polling officials concerned and
initiated a departmental action
against the sector magistrate.

13
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Re-poll ordered in one polling
station of Farrukhabad seat

PNS  LUCKNOW

The Election Commission of India
has ordered re-poll at polling station
No. 344 falling in the Aliganj assem-

bly segment of the Farr d Lok
'Sabha constitueney. . v o1
The re-poll will be heldion May 25

along with the sixth Phase of Lok
| Sabha elections to 14 Lok Saba con-

stituencies in UP. The polling in
Farrukhabad Lok Sabha constituen-
C{lwas held on May 20 in the fourth
phase of Lok Sabha elections.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Electoral Officer
Randeep Rinwa said here on Tuesday

.- that  the Election- Commission of
India had declared: the polling in |

polling station 343 falling under
Aliganj assembly segment of

Farrukhabad Lok Sabha seat as null
and void,

He said that several irregularities
were detected during the polling
which prompted the ECI to take this
action.

He said the people of the area were
being informed about the re-polling
through drum beating and other

means of publicity.
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